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SUB J : ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING-SPEECH BY FOREIGN MINISTER OF 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

1 . THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA, EBIA OLEWALE, 

ATTENDED THE OPENING SESSION JUNE 14 OF THE 1 1TH ASEAN 
MINISTERIAL MEETING AT THE INVITATION OF THAILAND AS AN 
OBSERVER. FOREIGN MINISTER OLEWALE SPOKE ON BEHALF OF 
PNG AS WELL AS THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM (SPF), AN ASSOCIATION 
OF SOUTH PACIFIC COUNTRIES. THE NATION REPORTED ON HIS 
SPEECH AND HIS PRECEDING INTERVIEW WITH REPORTERS. EXCERPTS 
FROM THE ARTICLE FOLLOW. 

2. QTE PAPUA NEW GUINEA WILL CONTINUE TO PROMOTE BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM (SPF) AND 
ASEAN IN THE HOPE THAT FORMAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO 
REGIONAL GROUPINGS WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE FUTURE. 

ACCORDING TO FOREIGN MINISTER OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

MR. EBIA OLEWALE. 

3. QTE INFORMAL CONTACTS BETWEEN THE SPF'S SECRETARIAT 
AND ASEAN SECRETARIAT STARTED WITH THE INITIATIVE OF 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA IN AUGUST, 1977. "WE THINK THE 
MOMENTUM OF THIS INFORMAL CONTACT MUST BE KEPT UP," 

MR. OLEWALE TOLD A GROUP OF REPORTERS DURING AN 
INFORMAL INTERVIEW IN PATTAYA YESTERDAY. 

4. QTE HOWEVER. HE RULED OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF AN 
EARLY ESTABLISHMENT OF A FORMAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 
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SPF AND ASEAN. 

5. QTE "WE ARE STILL NEW TO OURSELVES, WE STILL HAVE 

TO FIND OUR WAY IN THE INTERNATIONAL THEARTRE. WE WANT 
TO KNOW OURSELVES FIRST," MR. OLESAID. 

6. QTE IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE OPENING SESSION YESTERDAY, 

MR. OLEWALE EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT STRENGTHENING 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SPF AND ASEAN 

WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO BOTH SIDES. 

7. QTE "WE FEEL. TOO, THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE 
TWO REGIONS TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL 
BENEFIT SUCH AS IN THE FIELDS OF TRADE, ECOMIC AND 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION." 

8. QTE PAPUA NEW GUINEA SHARES A COMMON BORDER WITH 
INDONESIA. THE STABILITY AND PROSPERITY OF SOUTHEAST 
ASIA "ARE OF VITAL AND BASIC IMPORTANCE TO 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, "HE SIAD. 

9. QTE "WE BELIEVE THAT ASEAN IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 
ORGANIZATION IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. WE ALSO BELIEVE 
IN THE OBJECTIVES AND ASPIRATIONS OF ASEAN IN MAINTAINING 
PEACE AND STABILITY THEREBY THE RECOGNIZED NEED NOT TO 
DISSIPATE OUR ENERGIES AND RESOURCES ON TOO WIDESPREAD 
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A PLANE AT THE EXPENSE OF INTERNATIONAL COHESION AND 
CONSOLIDATION AMONG OUR OWN COUNTRIES. THE FUTURE OF 
ASEAN LIES THEREFORE IN OUR NEW RESOLVE TO 
CONSOLIDATE AND EXPAND ON WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED AND TO 
BRIDGE THE REMAINING GAPS NOT ONLY BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES 
BUT ALSO BETWEEN OUR HOPES AND THEIR EVENTUAL FULFILLMENT." 
END QTE 

10. FULL TEXT OF HIS SPEECH, ALONG WITH THOSE OF THE 
OTHER FOREIGN MINISTERS ATTENDING THE MINISTERIAL 
MEETING, WILL BE CARRIED BY FBIS. 

WHITEHOUSE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, SPEECHES, FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BANGK017176 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780366-0244 
Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780652/aaaabtkj.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: da34e287-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 jun 2006 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2329609 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING-SPEECH BY FOREIGN MINISTER OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
TAGS: PEPR, PP, ASEAN, (OLEWALE, EBIA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/da34e287-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



